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SKETCH OF A FAMILY. 


R. HARTFORD was about five and fifty years of 

age, of alively unprincipled charaéter; he poflefled 
little religion or morality, and in his youth had pafled 
through a feries of adventures, fufficient to have furnifhed a 
Smollet with materials for a fecond Roderick Random, or 
Count Fathom. Over moft of thefe adventures it was his 
intereft to draw a veil, but an impudent kind of vanity often 
drew that veil afide. He had {pent fome time on the Con- 
tinent, particularly in France, and his manners partook of 
the light frivolity, charaéteriftic of that nation: his perfon 
had never been handfome, but a f{prightly air and infinity of 
{mall talk made him be confidered as avery pleafant man, by 
women of a certain clafs of underftanding. He had in- 
finuated himfelf into the good graces of two ladies pofleffed 
of confiderable property, who became fucceflively Mrs. 
Hartford, and by thefe two marriages, and what is called fome 
how or other, he became mafter of a tolerable fortune. Of 
late years, Mr. Hartford had led to the altar of Hymen, a 
widow whofe name was Edwin: With this woman he had 
formed acriminal conneétion previous to the deceafe of th¢ 
fecond Mrs. Hartford; and after introducing her to his 
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wife’s acquaintance under a feigned chara€ter, cloped with 
and entirely refided with her, rambling about varieus parts 
of the country, and pafling fometimes for hufband and wife; 
and many difcreditable adventures occurred to them, as will 
be readily fuppofed in the courfe of their perigrinations, 
At length the death of the fecond Mrs. Hartford enabled 
Mrs. Edwin to take the real fituation fhe had before affumed, 
and fhe became the third wife of Hartford. This woman 
was much younger than her hufband, her perfon was thewy 
and genteel, which was fet off to advantage by her great {kill 
mrdrefs : In her manners fhe was cold and referved, and 
formed a ftrong contraft with the frivolity of Hartford; 
indeed, fuperficial: obfervers were often deceived by the fe. 
rioufnefs of her behaviour, and led to fuppofe fhe was an 
Aniable wonian united to a bad hufband; when, in fa, all 
the difference in their charaéters confifted in the one having 
a bad heart with gaiety, and the other a bad heart with 
gravity. 
Mrs. Hartford had one fon by her former marriage, anda 
brother of her’s fettled in one of the colonies, dying a thor 
ime previous to her marriage with Harttord, bequeathed her, 
as his next heir, atolerable little fortune, with the reverfion 
to herfon. This fortune report magnified into fix times the 
real f{um, and his mother having no child by her fecond mat- 
fiage, and Hartford none living by either of his, and no re- 
fatives that he faid any thing about, young Edwin, now five 
and twenty, was confidered as their mutual heir. Edwin's 
education had been vilely conduéted, or rather vilely neg- 
letted ; no tender parent had encouraged the buds of virtue 
to germinate in his heart, or had eradicated the feeds of vice: 
He received a common grammar fchool education ; but to 
think and reafon, to follow what was right and avoid what 
was wrong, was aleflon left to chance; and chance had 
thrown vice in his way, and he had followed it before he 
knew what error was. The heart of Edwin was not a bad 
one, and as he advanced in life he could lament his faults, and 
bitterly‘execrate his fhameful education ; He was placed in 
a-profeflion trom which he found it difficult to draw a 
tdlerable fupport ; neither could he ‘prevail on his mother 
and father-in-law to give him any other affiftance than what 
the refiding eecalionally at their houfe, on a pretty long vilit, 
now and then’afforded him. 
Phe fylph having drawn the curtain, and difcovered to his 
readers what this family really were, will now mention what 
they were faid to be on their fettling in the town of — 
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“ Mr. Hartford was a very gallant man, and a wonderful 


man for his years, fo gay, fo lively, fomething fo French in , 


his manner ; and then he played a good rubber of wiult. 
Mrs. Hartford was a pretty woman as foie faid, or a very 
gentecl figure as others faid; and drefled fo elegantly, and 
gave fuch nice fuppers, and the plate and china, and card 
boxes, and fifh and counters, were fo neat ; and then fhe 
played almoft as good a rubber of whift as her hufband. 
And young. Mr.. Edwin was-a genteel and rather pretty 
young man, though he did not talk much to be; fure, and. was 
not quite fo pleafant a man as his father-in-law. And the 
Hartfords had a thoufand a. year, in the north, to which 
young Edwin was to be the heir.” 

On Hartfords really marrying Mrs. Edwin, they did not 
find it quite pleafant to refide very near the fcené of any of 
their former adventures: They poflefled fome landed pro- 
perty, but for this and other reafons found it ineligible to 
fettle in its vicinity. A large town feemed to be the only 
refidence where they were likely to be vifited by people of 
refpeftability, and where it was leaft probable they fhould be 
mortified by negle&t. For provided people drefs well, play 
agood rubber of whift, and give nice fuppers, &c. the in- 
habitants of towns are in gencral much too ready to be 
amufed andentertained, without being quite fo inquifitive as 
they ought to be, concerning the who and the what. This ts 
not fo eafily brought about in a country. refidence, where the 
vifiting people may be divided into three claffes: the arif- 
tocratical great man; the few country {quires yet remaining, 
and the clergy ; and thirdly, that new order of men, which 
this century has given birth to, and to whofe exertions their 
country has lately owed fo much,.the gentlemen farmer. 
Great men (whatever bad company fome of them mingle 
with in the circlesof tafhion,) will not pay vifits ina decided 
manner, when refiding at their country {eats, to fuch people 
as the Hartfords. 

Country gentlemen, and thofe of the clergy who move in 
their. circle, conneéted by relationfhip and friendfhip with 
the firft familics of a county, will paufe and hefitate, and 
make many enquiries, ere they incur the expence attendant 
on diftant vifiting, merely tof{pend afew hours with dubious 
people. The clergy of {mall incomes, equally well edu- 
cated, and held up to view by their profeffion with their 
richer brethren, will, very few of them, {pend money they 
can ill afford, in order to introduce their wives and. daughters 
tofuch women as Mrs. Hartford. And laftly, the proud 

2Z2 gentleman 


=) 











304 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


gentleman farmer will f{carcely fuffer his fkilful groom, ing 
carter’s frock,to bring forth the high mettled courfer for him 
to ride fiveor fix miles in the rain or cold, to pay vifitstoa 
man whofe frivolity he defpifes, and whofe {mall talk he 
neither likes or underftands. 

Certain it is, that with all their advantages, cities and large 
towns are generally the refidence of all thofe kind of cha. 
rafters, which cannot bear a ftrong light. This was pre. 
cifely the Hartfords’ fituation, who having tried one or two 
other places, ultimately fixed on Mellford for their abode, 
where they were much and generally vifited, with the ex. 
ception of a few people, who thought rather deeper than 
their neighbours, and were Jefs impofed on by appearances. 
The fylph cannot refrain from remarking, that in this very 
{mall number was included the two ladies, Mrs. Byron, and 
Mifs Alton, of whofe mental powers he has taken fuch par- 
ticular notice, and whom he has denominated the cenfors ge. 
neral of the genteel circles of Mellford. 


A MORNING VISIT, 


It was on a morning after abal!, at which my ward hada. 
tratted particular notice, that Mr. Edwin, who was her 
partner in the dance, waited on her, to enquire after her 
health, and alfoto make a ferious declaration of a paffion, all 
hints of which on the preceding evening fhe had treated as 
ball-room gallantry. ‘This young man, then on a vifit at his 
father-in-law’s, frequently met Sophia in the gay parties of 
Mellford, and always diftinguifhed her by his affiduities; 
he hung over her chair at the card table; he was her partnera 
aflemblies ; and by very rapid degrees had affumed the ap- 
pearance of alover. Spoken of as the heir of large pro- 
perty, and by no means unpleafing in his perfon, Sophia could 
not but regard him as fomewhat of an important conquef ; 
yet Auri, on examining her heart, found it not very ftrongly 
attraéted towards him: in truth, the manners of Edwin were 
rather thofe which have nothing to difpleafe, united with an 
attentive foftnefs, than fuch as intereft the feelings and attratt 
the heart. 

Sophia was not totally unprepared for a declaration of love 
from her new admirer, which was made in very proper terms, 
excepting that he was not fo explicit in {peaking of his pro- 
perty, income, and expeétances, as every man of honour 
ought to be, on the opening of fuch an affair. The fair ward 
of Auri received his declaration in a very proper manner, 
referring 






































room, ina 
< 

er for him 
 vifitstoa 


ll talk he 


and large 
d of cha. 
$ was pre. 
ne or two 
ir abode, 
h the ex. 
>per than 
earances, 
this very 
yron, and 
fuch par. 
nfors ge. 


‘d had at. 
was her 
after her 
ffion, all 
reated as 
ifit at his 
arties of 
iduities; 
artner at 
the ap- 
roe pro- 
ia could 
nqueft ; 
trongly 
in were 
with an 
| attract. 


of love 
“terms, 
is pro- 
honour 
r ward 
anner, 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 305 


referring him to time and her friends for-a decifive anfwer, 
and {peaking of the abfolute neceflity of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hartford’s entire approbation. At the fame time hinting 
that her fortune was but very moderate, and even {mall], when 
compared with that to which he was heir. Thefe hints he 
neither confirmed nor contradicted, but promifed to mention 
the affair immediately to his mother and father-in-law, and 
on that condition was permitted by Sophia to folicit her 
friends’ approbation of his vifits; a permiffion he received 
with enthufiafm on his knees, and took the earlieft opportu- 
nity of requefting the lady, under whofe care Sophia was 
placed, to admit his vifiting Mifs Merton as a lover, who 
hoped his pretenfions would be approved by all her relations 
and friends. This requeft was granted by the lady, on his 
alluring her his choice was entirely fatisfa€tory to Mr. and 
Mrs. Hartford, and Edwin was allowed to attend Sophia 
Merton in the charafter of a declared lover. 


(To be continued.) 





Account of a Vifit paid by Bettineliz, the Italian Poet, to 
Voltaire. 





Found the converfation of Voltaire, faid Bettinelli, like 

his writings. The foul of epigram dwelled on his lips 
and {fparkled in his eyes. They were two flambeaux; in 
which, as in his difcourfe, I faw, as it were, wit and malice 
beaming. He hada ftyle peculiar to himfelf; and every 
fentence had either a pleafant ora philofophic turn. 

When I arrived at Les Delices, he was in his garden. I 
approached, and told him my name. 

 What!”” exclaimed he, “ an Italian! A Jefuit! A 
Bettinelli! The honour is too great for my cottage. Iam a 
mere peafant, as you fec, fhewing me his garden tool ; which 
was a hoe at one end, and a pruning knife at the other. 
With thefe I trim and hoe my garden, plant by plant ; and 
my produce is much greater, than that of all the feed 1 have 
{cattered through books for the good of humanity.” 
_ His fingular and grotefque figure made a very unexpeéted 
impreflion on me. Under ablack velvet cap, defcending as 
low as his eyes, he wore a large wig, that covered three 
fourths of his face; which rendered his nofe and chin more 
pointed and projected. His body was wrapt in a peliffe, 
from head to foot. His look and fmile were abundantly ex- 
preilive. 
J teftified 
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I teftified the pleafure I felt at finding him in fuch good 
health ; and thus able to brave the rigour of the feafan. 

** Oh, you Italians,” replied he, “ imagine we ought to 
bury ourfelves in holes, like the rats that inhabit the fumm 
of thefe mountains, covered with ice and fnow; but your 
Alps are to us no more than a beautiful perfpedtive view. 
On the banks of my lake Leman here, defended as I am 
from the north winds, I envy you not your lakes of Coma 
and Guarda. In this folitary abode, I live like Catullus in 
his little ifle of Sirmio. He produced charming elegies, and 
I good georgics.”’ 

Voltaire could never mention Italy, on. which he beftowed 
the moft lavifh praife, without fome fatirical remarks on Ita- 
lian flavery, the inquifition, &c. 

The converfation frequently turned on the King of 
Pruffia. Information was brought him that, after a battle 
loft, he had beaten the Duke Deux-ponts, had raifed the fiegés 
of Nice and Leipfic, and had driven the Auftrians into Bo- 
hemia. “ Isit poffible?” exclaimed Voltaire. “* That man 
afhonifhes me continually. Iam forry I have quarrelled 
with him.”” He admired in the King the rapidity of Cefar; 
but his admiration always finifhed with fome epigram on 
Ciefar. He had a monkey that he called Luc, and he di- 
verted himfelf with frequently giving this name to the King 
of Pruffia, I expreffed fome furprife at this; and he an- 
fwered, “ Do you not fee how my monkey bites every 
body, and then laughs ?”’ 

In 1760, at his own requeft, I fent him my remarks on 
fome miftakes that had efcaped him in his Univerfal Hiftory, 
relative to Italy and Italian literature. He returned me 
thanks, in a letter ; but, as ufual, launching his thunder 

eainft the mauifition, Iralian Mavery, Englifh freedom, and 
the hypocrify of the miuiitry of Geneva. His letter con- 
cluded with this paflage : 
Have you heard of the poems of the King of Pruffia? 
IIe, you will find, is no hypocrite. He {peaks of the Chrif- 
tians as Julian once {poke. It fhould feem that the Latin 
and Greek churches, headed by Soltikow and Daun, will 
immediately excommunicate him with cannon balls ; but he 
will fight like a Devil in his defence. You and I know he 
will be damned ; but we are not quite fo fure that he will be 
beaten.”’ 

I was frequently led to refle& on the fruitfulnefs of his 
mind, contrafled with the meagrenefs of his body, Itt 
true, he often repeats what he had faid before ; but this is 
¢ oecafioned 
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occafioned by the extreme facility with which he writes. 
What author ever produced fo many original things; many 
of them profoundly meditated, and all of them happily ex- 
prefled ? 

I have fometimes thought, that his flow and interrupted 
manner of {peaking was fo gain time, till he could recolle& 
fomething which pleafed him to fay ; for this manner was 
become habitual ; fothat, hearing him {peak, we might ima- 
gine he was reading one of his own works. 

When converfing, he frequently mingled Italian phrafes, 
and quotations from Taffo and Ariofto ; but he never could 
forget his French accent. I one day teftified my aftonifh- 
ment at the ill treatment he had beftowed, in his Effay on 
Epic Poetry,.on Ariofto, whofe mind appeared fo congenial 
withthat of Voltaire. This produced a difcuflion, in which 
it was not dificult to prove, that the author of Orlando Fu- 
riofo was a great poet ; that he did not deferve to be treated 
as amere jocofe fantaftic writer, and that his faults were the 
faults of his age, and not of his genius. Voltaire promifed 
to read Ariofto again ; and, in a new edition of his Efflay, 
he has {poken of him with more propriety and juftice. 

He read fome of my poems, and faid fome very flattering 
things, particularly of the eulogiums I had written on the 
King of Pruffia, Galileo, and Newton. He continued to 
declaim againft fuperftition, the inquifition, the Court of 
Rome, the Monkith orders, &c. and repeated what Cardinal 
Paffionei faid te atraveller, “* Itis miraculous that the church 
has lof nothing this year.” 

I one day went to dine with him, at his new feat at Ferney. 
After dinner, he faid, “ Ihave eaten too much ; I fhall not 
lwetoinhabit my new purchafe. But we muftenjoy life. | 
am inclined to gormandize, and fo was Horace; ¢rahit fua 
quemque voluplas. The child muft be rocked tiil it falls afleep. 

You perceive he belonged tothe Epicurean tribe ; though 
in fome refpeéts he was a Diogenes. His wilh was to be 
fometimes Socrates, at others Ariflippus. One day he 
would fay he was dying; the next, that he was indebted to 
Tronchin for life and health, thous gh in the fame breath he 
would ridicule phytic and the phyfician. 





On the USE. of WAX CANDLES. 
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bees.—In the caftle of Wittenberg, and the church there, in 
which 900 maffes were annually performed, 35,75°lbs. of 
wax-lights were burned every year. In the time of the Domi- 
nican Flamma, at the commencement of the 14th century,wax- 
lights were unknown, and tallow-candles were confidered an 
extravagant luxury. So late as the clofe of the 14th century, 
wax-light was fo dear in France, that it was held to bea very 
liberal and princely vow, when Philip the Bold, Duke of Bur. 
gundy, who began to govern that dutchy in the year 1961, of. 
fered to St. Anthony of Vienne for the reftoration of the health 
of his fick fon, as much wax as the latter weighed. In the time 
of Frederick William, King of Pruflia, the confumption of 
wax-lights at his court was fo great,that a quantity to the value 
of 6000 dollars annually was pilfered by fervants, &c. with- 
out the depredations being obferved. In January, 1779, 
14,000 candles are faid to have been lighted at once for the 
celebration of a feaft in the ele€toral palace at Drefden, and 
in one night fix hundred weight of wax was confumed. 





On the Means for procuring Paper in fufficient Abundance, 
and at a reafonable Price. 


To the PRINTER, 

SIR, 

The prefent fcarcity and dearnefs of paper are fubjeéts of 
very ferious and alarming concern. They threaten to 
check the diffufion of knowledge among the poor, and en- 
tircly to f{upprefs much important and literary communica- 
tion. They already beginto deprive a very numerous and in- 
telligent clafs of labourers of the means of fubfiftence. They 
tend to reduce all the publications of Britifh literature to 
compilations and abridgements. They cannot, but in acer- 
tain degree, contribute to make both the exporting-book 
trade and the general literature of Britain, fink into a ftate of 
decline, in comparifon with thofe of foreign nations. 

It has occurred to me, that the following means may be 
ufefully employed torender paper, once more, cheap and 
plentiful among us. 

I. Let the growth of flax, and the manufafture of thofe 
cloths which are formed of it, be more attentively encou- 
raged than they have lately been in Britain. It is, certainly, 
injudicious to abandon our linen manufaéture for the fake of 
cotton works. The want of rags for paper, is, perhaps, the 
leaft of the evils which cannot but flow from this meafure. 
The renewal and extenfion of our linen manufactures would, 
9 though 
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though not immediately, yet in the end, furnifh that abun- 
dant fupply of linen rags, of which the want fo exceedingly 
enhances the prefent prices of our papers. 

II. Our rags are not at all colleé&ted with fufficient care, 
for the ufe of the paper manutaéture. The manufaéturers of 
paper could not do better than enter into fome general agree- 
ment with the overfeers of the poor and the managers of . 
charity work-houfes, throughout the ifland, by which the 
paper-makers fhould be obliged to purchafe at a certain rate, 
allthe linen-rags which could be fupplied to them ; while, 
on the other hand, the overfeers, &c. fhould engage to em- 
ploy certain perfons from among the poor under their 
charge, in the conftant colleétion of rags throughout all the 
diftris on the ifland. It cannot be doubted but a fufficient 
quantity of rags might be procured for the manufafture of 
our papers, if due care were taken tocolleétthem. But our 
paper makers have been, hitherto, content to depend for their 
raw materials on afupply from abroad. And the colleétion 
of linen-rags is a fort of parfimony and of induftry which 
the people of Britain have not yet fufficiently learned. 

Ill. Cotton rags, of which Britain certainly affords a fuf- 
ficient abundance, ought to be colleéted, ground down to 
fufficient finenefs, and employed, like thofe of linen, in the 
manufacture of paper. Though lefs ftrong and tenacious in 
the union of their fibres, cottons are, in truth, of the fame ele- 
mentary compofition as flax. In the threads of flax there is 
indeed more of refin, of clofenefs of ftruéture, of a fila- 
mentous confiftency. Butin the manufacture, the difadvan- 
tages of cotton asa material for paper, might be, ina great 
meafure, overcome. Cotton rags are already employed in a 
certain proportion, in our Britifh manufa€ture of paper, but 
not fkilfully. Let them be ufed ina proportion much more 
confiderable ; and let it be endeavoured to attain to perfeét 
kill in the preparation of them for this ufe. 

IV. Flax or cotton, ufed dire&tly as materials for paper, 
would, indeed, be tooexpenfive, Itis only after they have 
been worn in cloth, that they can be afforded ata rate 
fufficiently cheap. But there are many other fubftances, 
Which are now applied to no ufe in the arts, and which would 
anfwer exceedingly well as materials for the manufaéture of 
Paper. The Chinefe prepare much of their paper from 
flraw: and why might not we imitate their example ? The 
tind of the nettle, the inner bark of the birch tree,—the 
leaves of almoft all ligneous plants, taken when dry, and not 
luffered to rot—may be ground down, bleached with oxy- 
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muriate of lime, and eafily made into excellent paper. It istg 
be remembered, that the firft paper was the manufa€ture of the 
Egyptians, from the leaves of a vegetable. Let the Society 
of Arts, the bookfellers and ftationers of London, or any 
other eminent or munificent body of men, offer a very libe. 
ral premium for famples of paper made from ftraw, leaves, 
or therind of certain trees: Such paper will be eafily fur. 
nifhed at a very cheap rate, and of excellent quality. 

V. 1 do not believe, that there is fufficient diligence ufed 
in bleaching fuch coloured materials for paper, as are at pre. 
fent to be eafily enough procured. Nor does it appear to 
me, that ouf Englifh paper is made of the thinnefs and tena. 
city of texture which diftinguifh the paper of Germany, 
By the bleaching of coloured rags, and by making our com. 
mon printing-papers thinner and of a lefs fpongy confit. 
ency ; a confiderable additional fupply of the materials for 
paper might undoubtedly be commanded. Why fhould not 
recourfe be had likewife to this meafure ? 

Thefe, Sir, are the expedients which have fuggefted them. 
felves to me, for rendering our fupply of papers more plen. 
titul and more cheap. 





Biographical Sketch of General George Wafhington, 
By J. Morse, D.D. 


Minifter at Charleftown, near Bofton, and Author of the American 
Geography. 


, 
HE late Genetal Wafhington was born in the parith of 
Watlhington, Weitmoreland county, in Virginia, Fe- 
bruary 22,1732. He wasthethird fon of Mr. Auguftine Wah- 
ington, a planter or farmer of refpeétable talents, diftinguifhed 
reputation, anda large eftate in Virginia. ‘The anceftors of 
this gentleman, about the year 1657, removed from Yorkhhire, 
in England, to Virginia, and fettled in King George's 
county, where, at the commencement of our revolution, the 
General had three brothers living, viz. Samuel, John, and 
Charles, all gentlemen of confiderable landed property, and 
a fifler, the wife of Colone! Fielding Lewis. 

The General was the firft fruit of a fecond marriage. 
His early education, ¢onduéted by a private tutor, under 
the dircétion of his father, was fuch as favoured the produc. 
tion of an athletic’and vigorous body, and the formation 0 
a cofrect and folid mind. Inhaling a pure mountain ait, 
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accuftomed to the healthful occupations of rural life, and to 
the manly toils of the chafe, his limbs expanded to an un- 
ufual, robuft,but well proportioned and graceful fize, adapted 
to endure the fatigues of his future life, and to fuftain the 
aétive energies of his noble foul. 

By his tutor he was taught the rudiments of the Latia 
language, Englifh grammer, and the elements of the mathe- 
matics. At the age of ten years his father died, and the 
charge of a numerous family devolved on his eldeft brother, 
Mr. Lawrence Wafhington. This brother, a young gentle- 
man of moft promifing talents, had a Captain’s command in 
the colonial troops, employed againft Carthagena, under 
Admiral Vernon. On his return from this expedition, he 
married the daughter of the Honourable William Fairfax, 
of Belvoir, and fettled on his patrimonial eftate, which he 
called Mount Vernon, in honour of his Admiral, from whom 
he had received many civilities. He was afterwards made 
Adjutant-General of the militia of Virginia, but did notlong 
furvive his appointment. He left one daughter, who dying 
young, and his fecond brother alfo having deceafed without 
iffue, the General fucceeded to the family feat, and to a very 
confiderable landed eftate. 

It is a circumftance which ought not to be here omitted, 
that, at the age of fifteen, he was entered a midfhipman oa 
board a Britith thip of war, ftationed on the coaft of Virgi- 
nia, and his baggage prepared for embarkation ; but his mo- 
ther, then a widow, exprefling her relu€tance at his engaging 
in that profeffion, the plan was abandoned. ws 

The office of Adjutant-General, made vacant by the death 
of his brother, in confequence of the extenfive limits of the 
province, was now divided into three diftri@s ; and the fu- 
ture hero of America, before he had completed his twentieth 
year, began his military fervice by a principal appointment 
in that department with the rank of a Major, 

When he was little more than twenty years of age, an 
event occurred which called forth his great talents into pub- 
lic notice and exercife, In 1753, the French from Canada, 
aided by the Indians, whom they engaged for the purpofe, 
made inroads and incroachments on the weftern frontiers, 
along the Allegany and the Ohio rivers, Orders were re- 
ceived from England by Govenor Dinwiddie and the Counfeél 
of Virginia, to repel by force thefe encroachments. It_was 
howe ver thought a prudent preliminary flep, to. make an 
effort to prevent open hoftilities, by friendly and {pirited re- 
monftrances tothe French, and conciliatory overtures to the 
3A 2 Indians, 
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Indians. Major Wathington was deputed to undertake this 
important and perilous embafly. Accordingly he was dif. 
patched by the Governor, with a letter to the Commander in 
Chief of thé French, on the Ohio, complaining of the in. 
fractions of the treaties fubfifling between the two crowns; 
and with inftru€tions and plenary powers totreat with theSix 
Nations, and other tribes of Weftern Indians, and to fecure 
their attachment to England. He commenced his journey 
Jate in O&ober, with about fifteen atteridants, and endured 
the fatigues, and performed the duties of his miffion, with 
fingular fortitude, induftry, intelligence, and addrefs When 
he rétufned with Monfieur de St. Pierre’s anfwer, and gave 
information of ‘his fuccefs in his negotiations with the In. 
dians; he received the approbation and thanks of his country, 
His journal and report to Govenor Dinwiddie, which 
were publifhed at the time, early announced to the world, 
that flrength and correétnefs of mind, eafe and manlinefs of 
ftyle, and that judgment, method, and accuracy in doing bu- 
finefs, which have fince characterized him in conduéting 
More arduous affairs. His journal for many years after, 
proved of effential fervice to travellers into that weflern 
wildernefs. 

Notwithftanding the remonftrances made by the govern- 
ment of Virginia to the French Commander on the Ohio, 
through Major Wafhington, hoftile operations on that 
quarter were ftill continued, as’ part of a meditated plan of 
general attack upon the then Britifh colonies. In this fate 
of things, orders were received fromthe mother country, for 
the colonies to unite, and prepare to defend themfelves, 
The alfembly of Virginia took the lead; and early in the 
year 1754, voted a fum of money for the public fervice, and 
agreed to raife aregiment of 460 men for the defence of the 
frontiers of that colony. Mr. Fry, one of the profeflors of 
the college of William and Mary, was appointed Colonel of 
this regiment, and Major Wafhington, then about twenty- 
three years of age, received the commiflion of Lieutenant- 
Colonel. Colonel Fry died fhortly after his appointment, 
and left his regiment and rank to the fecond in command. 

Colonel Wafhington was now indefatigable in his efforts 
to form his regiment, to eftablifh magazines, and open roads 
fo as to pre-occupy the advantageous poft at the confluence 
of the Allegany and Monongahela rivers (now Pitt{burgh) 
which he had recommended for that purpofe, in his report 
the preceding ycas. Impreffled with the neceflity of expe: 
dition 
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dition in accomplifhing this important objcét, without wait- 
ing for a detatchment of indépendent regulars, and fome 
companies of provincials from the neighbouring colonics, 
who were expeéted to join him, he commenced his march in 
the month of May. 

On his way, ata place called Red Stone, he met a ftrong 
party of French and Indians, whom he engaged and routed, 
after killing and capturing fifty of the enemy.. Among the 
prifoners was the celebrated Monfieur de la Force, and two 
other officers, from whom Colonel Wafhington received in- 
telligence, that the French forces on the Ohio, confifted of 
upwards of 1000 regulars, and feveral hundred Indians, and 
that they had already ere&ed a fort at the poft he had intended 
to occupy, which they called Fort du Quefne. Upon this 
intelligence, he took his ftation with his little army, at a 
place called Great Meadows, for the conveniency of forage 
and fupples, where he built a temporary ftockade to cover 
his forces, and named it Fort Neceflity. Here he waited the 
arrival of expeéted fuccours from New York and Pennfyl- 
vania, but was joined by Captain M‘Kay’s regulars only, 
which increafed his force to about 400 effeftive men. He 
remained unmolefted till July, when he received informa- 
tion from His fcouts, that a confiderable party of the enemy 
was approaching to reconnoitre his poft; he fallied and 
defeated them ; but in return was attacked by an’ army of 
French and Indians, computed to have been 1500 ftrong, 
under the command of the Sieur de Villiers. The little 
garrifon made a gallant defence of feveral hours, during 
which they killed nearly 200 of the enemy, and more than 
one third of their own number were either killed or wounded. 
The French commander, difcouraged by fuch bold oppo- 
fition, propofed a parley, which terminated in an honourable 
capitulation. Colonel Walhington, at the head of his 
troops, quitted the fort with the honours of war, agreeable to 
the articles of capitulation, and carried with him his military 
ftores, and baggage; but the French commander, either 
unable or unwilling, did not reftrain his Indian auxiliaries 
from plundering the provincials, and making a confiderable 
laughter of men, cattle, and horfes. After this difafter, the 
remains of the Virginia regiment returned to Alexandria to 
recruit, 


(To be continued.) 
ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT of a POETICAL COLLIER. 


«© Ah me! full forely is my heart forlorn, 
*« To think how modeft worth neglected lies ; 
«¢ While partial fame does with her blafts adorn 
«* Sach deeds alone as pride and pomp difguife.” 
SHENSTONE, 


HAT the adventitious circumftances of local fituation 
may often tend to call forth the earlieft exertions of 
poetical genius, is a propofition too evident to fland in need 
of any illuftration. Thefe may undoubtedly be regarded as 
the principal fource of that relifh for metrical compofition, 
which pervades the inhabitants of that part of Dumfriethire 
which extends along the banks of the Efk, a river immor. 
talized in the ftrains of Mickle. The verdure of the mea. 
dows ; the woods that rear their green heads in every direc. 
tion; the pellucid ftreams that defcend from the fides of a 
thoufand hills ; the continual and varied ranges or piéturefque 
mountains that bound the horizon ;—all confpire to awaken 
an the mind of the beholder an enthufiaftic regard for the ro- 
mantic {cenes of nature. This admiration almoft neceffarily 
Jeads to a fondnefs for that art which profeffes to pourtray 
her fimple beauties. Hence the origin of that poetical en- 
thufiafm, which difcovers itfelf in almoft every paftoral 
country. 

The inhabitants of Efkdale and the adjacent diftriés have, 
at leaft, for feveral centuries, been diftinguifhed by a tafte for 
poetry. Many ballads which celebrate their exploits in the 
free-booting times, are fil] extant. 

It was in this diftri&t that Mickle and Armftrong were 
born ; and here, likewife, did the ingenious Ruffel {pend 
the evening of his life. 

Perhaps the people in general are more enlightened than 
the reft of their countrymen. They are fond of reading; 
and almoft every fhepherd has a colle€tion of books. The 
fmall town of Langholm is moreover provided witha ci 
culating library, to which they can have accefs for a triflug 
confideration. They have frequent recourfe to dramatic It 
prefentations : and although it cannot be fuppofed, that they 
are firft-rate performers, yet they have occafionally exbibiied 
the Gentle Shepherd with tolerable fuccefs. The profits art 
always applied tothe beft of purpofes. 

Poets have appeared amongft them in almoft every flatioa 
of life ; they can even furnifh an inftance of a poetical cole 
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lier ; a circumftance unprecedented in the annals of litera. 
ture. The Mufes have often deigned to vifit the hufband- 
man at his plough, and the fhepherd tending his flocks on the 
lonely mountain: but never before have they ventured 
down the palpable obfcure, in order to grope for a votary in 
the coalemines. Formany years has William Wilfon, after 
his daily refurreétion, devoted his leifure hours to the ftudy of 
poetry ; nor has misfortune ever been able to fufpend his 
exertions. The rude hand of adverfity has often been ex- 
tended to blaft his happinefs ; but he ftill defies her frowns, 
and laughs at all her efforts. 

His original occupation was that of a petty farmer. He 
rented a few acres of ground, which he cultivated with his 
own hands. His labours were not crowned with fuccefs; 
his affairs foon went into confufion, and his creditors feized 
upon the whole of his effets. He then fought employment 
'as a daily labourer; and foon after engaged himfelf asa 
collier. In the meanwhile misfortunes crowded faft upon 
him; he was affailed by every evil which poverty could 
infli&; his wife languifhed in diftrefs for upwards of ten 
years; and to clofe the mournful] catalogue, his numerous 
family followed each other tothe grave, till only two were 
left. For the lofs of thefe, he felt as aman fhould feel; 
but the change of fortune did not in the leaft damp the ar- 
dour of his mind. As a praétical philofopher, he is even to 
be preferred to Epi€etus himfelf. His happy difpofition 
foon enables him to rife fuperior to every frefh calamity. 
He is always cheerful and contented, although his poverty is 
fometimes {9 extreme, that he cannot procure himfelf the 
neceflaries of life.—The following authentic anecdote will 
at once illuftrate his indigence as aman, and his talents as an 
improvifatore, 

As the coal-works with which he is concerned, lie at a 
confiderable diftance from his cottage, he is accuftomed to 
take a fupply of vi€tuals along with him in the morning. 
One day, however, it happened that both his money and pro- 
vifions were entirely exhaufted; and when his fellow-la- 
bourers began to regale themfelves, poor William laid him- 
felf down befide them in a very contented manner. But 
one, more generous than the re{ft, commiferated his fituation, 
and offered him a fhare of his dinner, provided he would fav 
agood grace. Having accepted the propofal, he pulled off 
his hat; and after a momentary rumination, very devoutly 
Pronounced the following ftanzas : 

God 
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God blefs the meat and blefs the man, 
And let him ne’er be fcant ; 

Whathus wi’ liberal heart and han’, 
Gi’es bread to them that want. 


Wr plenty may his pantry flow ; 
Let plenty never ceafe, 

Till Carfon claw an auld man’s pow, 
And end his days in peace. 


His poetical talents do not conftitute his fole claim to 
merit: in focial life he is poffeffed of many endearing qua. 
lities. 

Prompted by curiofity, I once paid a vifit to this untutored 
bard. When] entered his dwelling, he and his family were 
fitting at a f{canty meal. Though we were entire flrangers to 
each other, he invited me to partake of their repaft with all 
the franknefs of eftablifhed friendfhip. I willingly accepted 
the invitation.—It was the banquet of old Arcadia. At my 
requvft he afterwards, in a very agreeable manner, funga 
{imple air of his own compofition. He told me, that he ge. 
nerally finifhed his little pieces at one fitting, and that he fel. 
dom or never fubmitted to the labour of fubfequent cor. 
rection. 

Such are the fhort and fimple annals of William Wilfon, 
aman whofe dignity of mind exalts him far above his ftation. 
It is melancholy thus to behold fuch a man _ languifhing in 
the extremity of indigence. Shall no generous hand afford 
him relief ? Shall the rays of benevolence never illuminatehis 
obfcure dwelling ? Meck-eyed benevolence! unlefs thou 
haft forfaken the boundaries of the gay, the opulent city, and 
fled to the peafant’s lonely cottage, thy timely aid 1s not 
now folicited in vain.* And affuredly thou fhalt never 
have any caufe to regret thy having contributed to throw, at 
leaft, atemporary luftre over the declining years of this 
humble votary of the Mufes, 


London, D. J. 


* This alludes to a private fabfcription which is now fet on 
foot. 





A REFLECTION. 
F7T“O lengthen the mifery of the dumb creation by wan 
tonnef{s, is difgraceful to the charaéter of a being cal 


ling himfelf rational. 
SINGULAR 
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SINGULAR CUSTOMS. 


Y the Charta Forefle we find that before that time to kill 

one of the King’s deer was punifhed with the lofs of 
life or limb, at the fame time that a murderer paid only a 
weregild, or was entitled to benefit of clergy. 


FROM Crantz’s account of Greenland we learn that the 
Greenlanders fhew their refentment for injuries by giving 
their adverfaries notice, that they will, at a particular day, 
publickly recite a libel againft them; and it is reckoned a 
want of fpirit if the adverfary does not give a fluent an- 
{wer. What barbarians! not to have recourfe to duelling. 





Anfwer, by F. Commins, of Taviftock,to his own Rebus, 
inferted Odober 9, 1797. 


HE meaning not able to ftumble upon 
Of this rebus, my friend—’tis the SINE QUA NON. 





Anfwer, by P. Gove, of Exeter, to W. Bickham’s Charade, 
inferted January 27. 


E fluggards view the induftrious BEE, 
In it a pattern you may fee, 
To improve each fleeting hour ; 
How {wiftly to the HIVE it flies, 
Full loaded with the lufcious prize, 
Cull’d from each herb and flower. 


*4* We have received the like anfwer from R. Andrews, 
and J. King, of Kingfbridge; R. Thomas, W. Hobbs, and 
T. Whicker, of Exeter; George Coulman, of Broadhemp- 
flon; J. R. Toulmin; P. Ninnis, and J. Ninnis, of St. Auf- 
tell; T. Jarvis, of Malborough; G. England, of Uplyme; 
Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfter Volunteers; R.Towning, 
of Fivehead ; and T. Churchoufe, of Yeovil. 








An ANAGRAM, by R. Thomas, of Exeter. 


O wound, if you tranfpofe with care, 
A Scripture name will then appear. 


VoL. XXXV, 3B A REBUS, 
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A REBUS, by R. Thomas, of Exeter, 


E generous. youths !, pray mufe awhile 
On my: rebufian lore ; 
My firft is what moft men defire, 
And what they oft adore. 


Not all who dq my firft poffefs 
Can of my néxt partake; 

It yields relief to troubled minds, 
And peace with them will make. 


*Tis thee my.next that is the caule 
Ot envy mthebreaft; | 

Thy direful pow’r o’er all mankind 
Is known in guilt to reft. 


Did all improve my fourth aright 
“Twould happinefs impart ; 
By it is clos’d the {cenes of life, 
And near conneétions part. 


My next is what-great George our King 
May juftly call his right; 

Long may he reign on Britain’s throne, 
And give eacl: heart delight ! 


Behold! my lovely next appears 
When war atid tumultsceafe ; 
Here may its beauties foon difplay, 

An emblem bleft of peace ! 


But oh! now view my noify next, 
When on the raging tide! 

Tis this which does the mariner 
Diltrefs on every fide. 


That beauteous nymph ye bards now find, 
The goddefs of the'fea; 

Of Doris the the daughter was, 
And will my lafl.difplay. 


Ye fapient youths! thofe eight define, 
Th’ initials join’d will caufe 

A warrior’s name to come to view 
Delerving great applaufe. 


9 POETRY. 
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Ox QUITTING a FAVOURI+-t COUNTRY RESIDENCE. 


~ o5 
DIEU! yehills‘and ye vales'! 
Where infancy {ported his days ; 
When fancy recounted her tales, 
And every thought was at eafe. 


Ye meadows, ye woods; ard ye-lawns ! 
Your flocks, and your {weet-finging birds ; 
Your goats, and your ftags,-and your fawns, 
Adieu ! and ye bellowing herds, 1 


The garden where blooms the red rofe,' 
Where. bees cull the {weets of each flower; 
Where the jeflamine flduntingly grows, 
And twines rounds the green-willow bower. 


The orchard, Pomona’s chief care, 
When trees bend with fruit to the ground ; 
The grape, andthe plumb, and the pear, 
Than are your’s no better are found. 


How often to vifit your charms 
Have I walk’d on a hot fummer’s day? 
And in winter thro’ froft and thro’ ftorms, 
When the fun could not cheer with his ray. 


But now comes the winter’s bleak froft, 
The {pring that enlivens the mind; 

Both thefe, and the fummer are loft, 
And in autumn no pleafure I find. 


No joys has the country for me, 
And the city produces but pain : 
Oh! 1 with that my fate would decree, 
** Thofe pleafures you’ll vifit again.” 


Exeter, March 29, 1800. 

















DESCRIPTION of HUNTING. 


[From Mifcellanier by the late J. H. Beattie, A.M. Son of the 


ingenious Dr. Beattie.] 


Bre l rays of purple fire the fky, 
And gild the hhiveriag ftream, 
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Beyond the weftern mift on high — 
While the gay woodlands gleam. 


Hark! how the voice of hounds and horn 
Floats in the fragrant gale ; 

Along the ruffling thicket borne, 
And down the fhadowy vale, 


They pafs; nor fancy’s modefear 

’ The thouting train purfues ; 

No fcreams of bloe;}y triumph cheer 
The folitary mud; 


Ye, whofe victorioey arts beguile 
The fufferer of its breath, 

Who watch, with fierce unthinking {mile, 
The languid throbs of death ;. 


Haitte, let yourharmlefs captives bleed : 
Ye too muft fall as they; 

Death, on a {wift tho’ noilelefs fleed, 
Purfues you as his prey. 


Nor yet prolong the victim’s woe 
In lingering terror driven : 

Kill, do nottortures; mercy fhow, 
And mercy hope from Heaven. 





Lines on a hittle-Girl burfling into Tears upon reading the 


Story of the Babes in the Wood, 


S the fad tale, with accents fwect, 
The little ruby lips repeat, 
Soft pity feels che tender breaft 
For infant innocence diftreft. 


The bofom heaves with rifing woe; 
Short and corfus’d the paufes grow ; 
Brimful the pretty eye appears, 

And burits at laft—a blood of tears. 


Sweet foftnefs! fill, Oh! fill retain 
This focial heart, this fenfe humane : 
Still kindly for the wretched bléed, 
And no return of pity need. 


In plenty flow thy days and cafe, 
Soft pleafures all conipire to pleafe ; 
Long may a fire’s affection biefs, 
And tong a mother’s tendernefs. 


And thou, oh bard! whofe articfs tongue, 
The fadly pleafing ftory (ung, 

Wich pride a powerof moving own, 

No tragic mute has ever Known. 


Compleat is thy fuccefs at laft; 

The throng admir’d in ages pait; 
Prais’d lately Addifon thy lays, 

And nature’s lelf now deigns to praife. 
















































